VAZHAKUNNAM AS A PROPAGATOR AND INTERPRETER OF SRIMADBHAGAVATAM

session of a series of spiritual discourses based on Bhagavata.
(But he offered these ornaments one to Nelluvail Krishna temple
and the other to Tonnallur temple). There he had a very grand
and extraordinary send off. He was seated in an adorned chariot
drawn by two horses and followed by a vast crowd accompa-
nied by sounds of musical instruments.18

Ravi Varma Valiya Tampuran of Cochin palace sanctioned
for him an honorarium of Rs.20 per month.19 Vazhakunnam was
also awarded the title Bhaktasiromani along with a cash prize20 of
Rs. 100 in the year 1122.

Vazhakunnam had tremendous faith in Bhagavata including its
healing power. He prescribed a Bhagavata Saptaha to be con-
ducted by Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad at Guruvayur as a rem-
edy for the mental problems of a poor Nambudiri of Kulasseri
Mana. This was performed and the victim was completely re-
lieved of his problems.21

Ottur Unni Nambudiripad has poetically summarised
Vazhakunnam's assimilation of Bhagavata, stating that he has

18. Taccappilli Govindamenon, figment pp. 154-155.

19. Ullorofi^it. 250-256.

20. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit. p. 168.

21. Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad, Personal Diary (unpublished).

89